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Filed for intro on  05/22/2003

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 618
By  Cobb

A RESOLUTION to recognize Barbara Vannatta on the occasion
of her retirement.

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that the members of this legislative body should honor

those outstanding teachers who have devoted their careers to providing the highest quality

education for the students of Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, Barbara Vannatta is one such noteworthy person who has distinguished

herself as a professional of the greatest dedication, ability, and integrity; and

WHEREAS, upon graduation from Middle Tennessee State University with a Bachelor of

Science degree in Elementary Education, Mrs. Vannatta commenced her career in education as

a teacher at Lincoln County's Highland Rim School from 1963 to 1965; and

WHEREAS, in August of 1965, Barbara Vannatta transferred to Fayetteville City

Schools, where she initially served as a first grade teacher at Charlie Bagley School, now Ralph

Askins School, before becoming a Title 1 Reading teacher, in 1972, for grades kindergarten

through six; and

WHEREAS, after serving almost twenty years as an educator in the classroom and

pursuing two postgraduate degrees in Education, a Masters of Education in Reading, and a

Specialist in Education/Supervision and Administration, Mrs. Vannatta ascended to the rank of
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administrator in July of 1982, when she became Principal of Ralph Askins School, a post she

has held throughout the remainder of her illustrious career; and

WHEREAS, during Barbara Vannatta's tenure as Principal, Ralph Askins School

received the 21st Century School Incentive Award for six of the seven years the award was

granted; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Vannatta exemplifies the spirit and allegiance to family and community

that are characteristic of a true Tennessean; and

WHEREAS, her many professional achievements aside, Barbara Vannatta is most

grateful for the love and support of her husband, Don, her son, Mike, and her grandson, Nolan;

and

WHEREAS, throughout her estimable career, Mrs. Barbara Vannatta has demonstrated

a remarkable ability to motivate others to reach their potential, winning the unbridled respect

and admiration of her peers, colleagues, and students alike; and

WHEREAS, Barbara Vannatta truly epitomizes the paragon of the dedicated teacher

who is wholly committed to the highest ideals of public service and quality education for all, and

she should be specially recognized; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

THIRD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, that we extend to Barbara Vannatta our heartfelt wishes for a happy and

fulfilling retirement and commend her for her dedication to the noble profession of education.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we wish her every continued success in her future

endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


